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ANNaProLIs, Ju .
To His Excellency the Gaverror, > ne Tth 1637

and the Hon. the Council of Maryland.
Gentlemen: . ’
Since yourlast adjournment I had the hancr to receive youre
mission, constituting me director of the Digest of the statutes of%?j-
‘gtate. . ‘ “
) Awarg of the magni:ude aud necessity of the work, and of the z,. -
lety so often manifested by the legislaiure and by the people, for ." R
speedy compietion, ip d&.-té.rn%inihg‘ to" undertake it, I have de;meldlii
necessary to surrender altogether my professionzl pursuits so that yg.
divided attention may be given to this weighty task. This ha be:n
done, and 1 since have beeii much engaged in preparation and prelim.
nary arrangements, and now it seems to-me fit and necessary that the
should be between us such intercourse, as may ascertain and setile. or,
der the powers given to you by the Sth and 6th sections of resolu’ur;n
63 ot 1834, t‘be‘terms o which the work shall be executed so thy
there may hereafler exist no subject of complaints, uneasiness or .
certitude, S |
Upon a careful examinalion of that resolution, and particulary, o
of the fourth section, I have arrived ai

it
the first and fourth clause
conclusion that the ain design of the legislature was that the .-.
tutes should be speedily and coinpletely revised, collated and aigesis]
under appropriate titles vith a full index, by a competent person i
pointed as the direc or, with such zid as might be found necessaiy ly
ensye a prompt a(,complif!th.eﬂf; of the.work, and as it provided tia
the work of every assistont suali be submitted to the - director, ari
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gpgl;g'gqtga,or enlarged by additional suggestions, as to him may a
-pear. proyer, and thereasier Jaid before the.leygislature with a: repor
*preseating all his views and. every information in his power’ be being
evidently held responsible for the perfect execution of the whole work,

W appears.to my Lursble judginent that-the work of oihers can in w0
wise, exocerate him from the necessity ol personally revising, collatis
agsdéigeﬁ;ipg every branch ot the law; and that if important tiles o
d:y}g!c;;_s: be.assigued,. (o bis associates for preliminary work, e,

rather thanspeedy accomplishinent, must be-the inevitable result—o
say nothing of ihe painful and juviduous task it would impoge of bz
of revising and criticizing the labours of his professional brethrer,

1 conclude, thenghat it was:the design-of the legislature, in auifo-
rising the appontment of  revisors to act under the direction of i)
principally charged with and responsible tor the work, to provide -
propriate mezns, which ke might, in bis discretion, use, as a due f
gard to the public interest and his own general avocations might e
der proper.  Time and experience will however more clearly fﬁfLW
Wheiner and v what exient it wiil comport with toe odject of ¢
legislature, {or the direcror to distribute the differeat titles and 3
jects ot the work to others for preparation, and this will beto e

subiect of carefnl reflection and_nrohably of conteregee with 18
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